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Artists Build Tallest Temporary Wooden Structure in the World

RENO, Nev. – The International Arts Megacrew is currently constructing what is 
believed to be the tallest, temporary, wooden structure in the world. Named the 
Temple of Transition, it will take the form of a 120-foot tiered, hexagonal central 
tower, surrounded by five 58-foot tiered, hexagonal towers.

The Temple of Transition will exist between August 29 and September 4, 2011, 
during which time over 50,000 people are expected to visit the structure over its 
one-week life span. It will be burned down at the culmination of the Burning Man 
festival held each year in Nevada’s Black Rock Desert. The Temple of Transition 
is the tallest installation art structure ever erected at Burning Man, a festival 
known for large artwork. 

“We expect this art installation to be the tallest stick-frame wooden structure in 
the world upon completion,” said Chris “Kiwi” Hankins, co-leader of the Temple of 
Transition project. “There may be wooden structures of similar heights in the 
world, but they are built on foundations and meant to be permanent.”

The building is currently being modularly constructed in Reno, Nevada and will 
be transported by truck over 120 miles to the Black Rock Desert where it will be 
assembled. The modular pieces, at 80 percent complete, have utilized 49,360 
lineal feet of Sustainable Forestry Initiative certified lumber and 1,700 sheets of 
plywood (54,400 square feet).

The Temple of Transition is a centerpiece of the Burning Man festival, one of the 
largest arts and culture festivals in the world. In addition to the burning of the 
Man, the burning of the Temple has become a central activity at the event.

“The Temple of Transition is more than just installation art; it is the emotional 
center of Burning Man. It is a place where event participants can mourn the 
passing of loved ones, seal unions or marriages and express themselves 
spiritually,” said Diarmaid “Irish” Horkan, project co-leader.

For more information visit temple2011.org or find the Temple 2011 project on 
Facebook.

The Temple of Transition is made possible by generous donations from individual 
sponsors, the Burning Man organization, the City of Reno and as part of Imagine 
Ireland, Culture Ireland’s year of Irish arts in America.

About International Arts Megacrew
Established in 2009, the International Arts Megacrew (IAM) is a globally based 
group of artists, artisans, fabricators, industrial designers and project managers 
with a vision for producing large-scale art projects. With over 50 core members 
from 12 counties, IAM members have created installation art for festivals and 
events worldwide. The crew was founded and is lead by Diarmaid Horkan of 
Dublin, Ireland, Chris Hankins of Auckland, New Zealand and Ian Beaverstock 
from Darlington, England.
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